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"The Pla y’s the thing.”—Ask for Thomas’s Observer. _ 
COVENT GARDEN THEATRE. 
Tue production of a Play by James Sheridan Knowles is an era in the 








; dramatic history of this Country. The works which have proceeded from 
his masculine and vigorous mind have earned for him the exclusive fame 
of being the first living dramatist of the age. The new Comedy entitled 

Old Maids, which was acted for the first time last night, though it cannot 


deteriorate from his reputation in a literary point of view (for there are 
passages in it that no other man but Knowles could pen), was not so suc- 
cessful as we—his most fervent admirers—had anxiously expected. The 
construction of the plot is faulty—its incidents are not always new—and 
the underplot cannot fail to call to mind the Reverend Mr. 
Townley'’s Farce of High Life Below Stairs. The leading portion of 
the plot is of some interest; the scene is laid during the last century. 
Master Blount (Mr. F. Matthews) is a rich citizen and goldsmith, whose 
| two sons John and Thomas Blount, (Harley and Vandenhoff) assist their 
father in his merchandise. The total dissimilarity in the disposition of the 
3. two brothers may be guessed at by the representatives of the parts. Ina 
( frolicsome mood Lady Blanche, (Mad. Vestris) and her companion, Lady 
Anne, (Mrs.Nisbett) have assumed the disguise of plain Yeomen’s daugh- 

ters, and entering the goldsmith’s shop to make a purchase, Lady Blanche 
loses her heart to the handsome and blushing young goldsmith Thomas 
Blount, who struck by her beauty and simplicity, is also smitten with her. 
Thus attired, the visit is repeated ; but in the mean time Thomas embroils 
himself in a duel with Sir Philip Brilliant, (Mr. C. Mathews) who having 
upbraided the old goldsmith in good round terms, for his bungling handi- 
craft in the setting of a ring, is rebuked by the son, who gladly accepts 
the challenge of Sir Philip, and they meet with. rapiers. The object of 
the fashionable baronet is merely to “pink” the presumptuous youth, an 
object his superior prowess soon enables him to attain, and after a few 
passes, he wounds his antagonist, whose noble bearing, however, so wins 
the friendship of Sir Philip, that he purchases him a commission in the 
army and becomes his future protector and patron. As Colonel Blount, he 
is introduced by him to the house of Lady Blanche, who now immediately 
recognizes him as the young goldsmith with whom she is in love, but the 
-splendid apartments and gorgeous attire of the Countess, as contrasted with 
the simple gear of the yoeman’s daughter. operate as an effectual barrier 
against his recognition of her, and during his stay at her mansion continues 
to treat her with indifference, which she repays by most assiduous attentions. 
On her placing her hand in his, soliciting an opinion upon the worth 
of her bracelet, (for he is aware she knows his former calling,) he very 
coolly falls to admiring the splendour of the gems, instead of being en- 
raptured by the snowy hand of its fair owner. Failing thus to make any 
impression on the Colonel, Lady Blanche disguises herself in man’s attire, 
and by this method endeavours to elicit the real feelings of her lover, who 
indeed confesses he is in love, and when she charges his lady-love with 
being a prude his indignation is excessive, and Lady Blanche is now more 
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than ever convinced of the hopelessness of her cause. In the last scene, 
however, she presents herself in her old disguise, and Colonel Blount, dis- 
covers with unspeakable rapture the yoeman’s daughter in the 

Countess, Lady Blanche. Sir Phillip Brilliant, in engaging the assistance i 
of Lady Anne towards wooing the fascinating Lady Blanche, with 

whom he thinks he is in love, falls in love with his beautiful | 
schoolmistress, Lady Anne, and a double wedding is therefore the conse- | 
quence. This portion of the Comedy reminded us greatly of Modus and 
Helen, in The Hunchback, the lady in this case, to encourage her lover, 
gives her hand to him that he may feel her pulse, which causes his frigid 
love to melt and declare itself. In the underplot, to which we have re- 
ferred, Harley, Walter Lacy, and Mrs. Humby, figure amusingly, the ser- 


vants of the chief characters in the dramatis persone assuming the titles 
of their masters and mistresses to impose upon the credulous vanity of 
John Blount. The curtain fell amid considerable applause, and cries for 





Knowles, when Mr. Cooper appeared and stated that Mr. Knowles 
was not in the Theatre ; he then announced the Play for repetition every 
evening. We must defer our remarks upon the acting, beautiful scenery 
and appointments, to a future number.—The house was crowded. 








iil enon — re EES 


E’ashionable Lounges. 
To the Editor of The Theatrical Observer, 

Dear Mr. Epiror.—Just wish to say a word—beg pardon, but will you excuse 
me—I have to mention that [ve arranged so as to rub shoulders with my friends 
and the fashionable world at one or other of the Grand Lounges about town :— 

Monday, stroll to Mapame Tussaup’s elegant Exhibition, Golden Corinthian 
Saloon, Baker Street, Portman Square.—Just added to her unrivalled collection 
the celebrated Coronation Robes of his late Majesty George IVth., which cost the 
enormous sum of 18,000/ (embroidered by the Messrs. Holbecks,) which far sur- 
pass in magnificence anything ever worn bya British Monarch—A Room, &c. has 
been fitted up to correspond in splendor. Brave Napier is also to be seen here. 

Tuesday, pop into the Somerset Gallery, 151, Strand, next door to Somer- 
set House, to see a most wonderful Exhibition, Zhe Industrious Fleas. They 
dance, ride, drive a four-in-hand, fight, and in fact do everything in first rate 
style, exciting the admiration of all present. By the bye, this is Signor Bertolotto’s 
Exhibition, that has been exhibited for the last eight years. 

Wednesday, go to Messrs. Cocks & Co., Musiesellers to the Queen, for Musard’s 
admirable Quadrilles of Napoleon, Volichinelle, Krakoviack, Cent Suisse, Le Ren- 
dez vous de Chasse, Lucrezia de Borgia, La Grande Bretagne, aud get from these 
enterprising gentlemen a list of all the new works by Lanner, Labitzky, Strauss. 
Santos, and Czerny,—it may be had: gratis ! 

Thursday, took a peep at the THAMES TUNNEL, which is now open every day 
from nine o’clock in the morning until dark, (entrance on the Surrey side of the 
river, close to Rotherhithe Church. The Tunnel is brilliantly lighted with gas. 
The foot passengers Shaft at Wapping, 55 feet in diameter, 1s now in progress. 

In my way from the Theatre, drop into the Harmonic Meeting, held at Evans’s 
Grand Hotel, King Street, Covent Garden, quite delighted with the excellence ot 
the singing—commences every evening at ten o'clock. When Mrs. P. is out of 
town, stay a week, and only pay a guinea for bed and breakfast. I’m always to 
be found on Saturday, at half-past five, at the Convivial Dinner held here. 

Friday, call on Durr & Hopeson, Music-Publishers, 65, Oxford-street, for the 
musi¢e of “ Gondolier Row,” and “ HappyLand,” two popular airs now singing 

{ 





every evening by Madame Vestris, in “ Beauty and the Beast.” The above music 
may be had as songs, vocal duets, with variations for pianoforte or harp, &c. The 
following new Songs, they have just published,—The Enchantress—Oh do not bid 
me forget—You know not how I love you—O sigh not thus; &c. 

Afterwards called at EMMETT’s, 27, Holborn Hill, to view his Novel Pen Maker. 
by which any one can make a superior Pen in less than one minute! also his im- 
proved Needle Threader, to enable Ladies, whose sight is impaired to thread their 
needles with the greatest ease—a most ingenious contrivance. 

“ All good spirtts come to my Beck,” at his Ur. Johnson’s Tavern, Bolt Court, 
Fleet Street,—where you meet excellent company—capital fare at fair prices—de 
lightful singing—(commences every evening at a quarter to nine,) cigars, billiards, 
good beds, and an enticing bill of fare. 

Saturday, [ examine Miss Linwoon’s curious Needle Work, Leicester Square— 
lately added other beautiful specimens of her art.—But I intrude—beg pardon— 
Your’s, &.-——-PAUL PRY. 
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This Evening, (2nd Time) a New Comedy, in Five Acts, hy JAMES 
SHERIDAN KNOWLES, eutitled 


OLD MAIDS 


The SCENERY by the Messrs. GRIEVE. 
The Decorations and Appointments by Mr. W. BRADWELL. 
The Dresses by Mesdames GLOVER and RAYNER. 
Sir Philip Brilliant, Mr CHARLES MATHEWS, 
Master Blount, Mr F. MATTHEWS, 

Sohn Blowut -.. 0.0608 ccccsess MY BARLEY, 
Thomas Blount, Mr G. VANDENHOFF, 
Robert. wesc cecsssecesccee Me WALTER LACY, 
Stephen, Mr W.H. PAYNE, 

Jacob, Mr WIGAN, Bernard, Mr AYLIFF#, 
Harris, Mr HONNER, 

William, Mr KERRIDGE, Peter, Mr COLLETT, 
Lady Blanche, Madame VESTRIS, 

Lady Anne..................Mrs NISBETT, 
Mistress Blount, Mrs W. WEST, 
Charlotte, Mrs HUMBY, Jane, Miss LEE. 





To conclude with, (14th time,) a New Ballet of Action, entitled 


Hians of iIeeland. 


The Scenery by the Messrs. Grieve. 
The Decorations and Appointments by Mr. W. Bradwell. The Overture and Musie 
composed and selected by Mr. R. Hughes. 
The piece produced under the Direction of Mr. Oscar Byrne. 





Hans of Iceland, ... (a notorious Brigand,) ... Mr W. H. PAYNE, 
Gill, hisSon,(/ disguised as a Miner, & loves Guth,)MrJ.H,RIDGW AY, 
Frederick, (a Subaltern—in love with Guth.) Mr GILBERT, 
Niel, (a Fisherman—Father to Guth) Mr. GOURIET, 
Oglypiglap, (in league with the robbers) Mr T. RIDGWAY, 
Capt. Nychol, Mr COLLETT, Brand, (a Robber.) Mr S. SMITH, 
Golyn, (a Lapland Dwarf—Slave to Hans,) Mr KERRIDGE, 
Trumpeter, Mr BRADY, Iceland Boy, Master MARSHALL, 


Guth Stasen, (Daughter of Niel,) Miss BALLIN, 
Iceland Girl, Miss MARSHALL. 





‘e-morrow, (3rd Time) a New a entitled Old Maids, and Hans of 
celand,. 
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Theatre Royal, English Oper: 


THIS EVENING, 


PROMENADE 
CONCERTS. 


Conductor,M.MUSARD 


Leader, M. TOLBECQUE. 
Solo Performers—Messrs. M. Deloffre, Patey, Pilet, Howell, Collinet, 
Barrett, Baumann, Lazarus, Jarrett, Laurent, Jun., Muller, &c. 


PROGRAMME. 
PART I. 
Overture .. Roberto d’Evereux .. Donnizetti 


Waltz .. Elektrische Funken (Electrical Sparks) .. 
Strauss. 


Andante de la Symphoine en la (in A) .. Beethoven 
Quadrille .. Des Diamars de la Couronne ..Musard 
Overture + oe Zampa - Herold 


Solo, Horn, Mr. Jarrett. 
Quadrille, TheSepor « Beethoven 


























MUSARD. 
PART Il. 
Second Grand Fantasia from the Opera of ‘ Lucia di 
Lamermoor,’ eT Donnizetti 


Cornet a Pistons Oliipate, My. LA URENT, Jun. 


Quadrille .... Wa Chasse acourre .... Musard 

With Solos Clarionet, Flageolet, Cornet a Pistons, Trombone, 

Ophycleide and Trumpet, M. M.Lazarus, Collinet, Laurent,Jun. 
Mason, Prospere and Muller. 


Solo, Violoncello, Mons. Pilet. 

Quadrille .... Les Soirees du Ranelagh .. Musard 
I:troduction, et valse favorite de ‘ Giselle.’ A.Adam 
Overture .. I] Barbiere di Seviglia .. Rossin! 


Admission, One Shilling, 


Doors Open at Half-past Seven, the Concert commences at Eight and 
terminates at Eleven. 
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